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B. Course Details, Assessment, Grades

This course is offered upon demand as a campus course on the readings listed under D,
below. The course is examined on the basis of individual reflection papers (in English) and
seminar individual participation.

The grades for the course are awarded as Pass or Fail. To receive a Pass, the student must
fulfil the learning outcomes specified for the course and demonstrate an independent,
reflective, well-informed and critical relationship to the issues presented in the course.

C. Learning Outcomes

The importance of social relations is widely acknowledged in sociology. While some key
proto-sociologists of the nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries “heard relational voices” (to
borrow a phrase by Charles Tilly), it was not until the maturation of sociology in the second
half of the twentieth century that conceptualizations of social relations were brought to the
fore. Since then, many sociologists have built their intellectual edifices on social-relational
foundations. Together these edifices cover a wide range of topics, philosophical
presuppositions, and theoretical intends. Some of them offer general theories or
epistemologies, others limit their scope within established fields of inquiry.

This course aims at distinguishing, comparing and discussing some key conceptualizations of
social relations and their corresponding enveloping theories. It aims to cover both general
theories and theories of more specialized intend. Among the latter, particular attention will be
given to works in the fields of organizational sociology, political sociology, and the sociology
of identity/social boundaries. By the end of the course the student should be able to:

1) summarize the various intellectual lineages covered in the reading material,

2) discern the various conceptualizations of social relations according to ontological,
epistemological, and other orientational theoretical principles (power, agency, structure,
culture, etc.),

3) critically examine crucial contributions to the field of today’s sociology, and

4) apply some of the ideas in the literature to a research problem.

D. Admission Requirements
Applicants must be admitted to the Ph.D. program at the Department of Sociology, Lund
University, or be accepted as a visiting student to that program.
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